
UNAUTHORIZED TRANSFER OF RECORDED SOUND
Act 274 of 1975

AN ACT to prohibit the unauthorized transfer of recorded sound and the sale, transfer, advertising, or
possession for sale or transfer, of products resulting therefrom; and to provide penalties and remedies.

History: 1975, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

752.781 “Owner” defined.
Sec. 1. As used in this act, “owner” means the person who owns the original fixation of sounds embodied

in the master phonograph record, master disc, master tape, master film, or other article used for reproducing
sound on phonograph records, discs, tapes, films, or other articles upon which sound is recorded, and from
which the transferred recorded sound is directly or indirectly derived.

History: 1975, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976.

752.782 Transfer of recorded sound for sale or sales promotion without consent of owner;
penalty.
Sec. 2. (1) A person, without the consent of the owner, shall not transfer or cause to be transferred sound

recorded on a phonograph record, disc, wire, tape, film, or other article on which sound is recorded, with the
intent to sell or cause to be sold for profit or used to promote the sale of a product, the article on which the
sound is so transferred.

(2) A person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for
not more than 1 year, or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

History: 1975, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976.

752.783 Advertising or sale of recorded sound without consent of owner.
Sec. 3. (1) A person, knowing or having reasonable grounds to know that the sound thereon has been

transferred without the consent of the owner, shall not advertise, sell, resell, offer for sale or resale, or possess
for the purpose of sale or resale, an article that has been produced in violation of section 2.

(2) A person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more
than $100.00 for each offense.

History: 1975, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976.

752.784 Recordings to which MCL 752.782 and 752.783 applicable.
Sec. 4. Sections 2 and 3 of this act shall apply only to those recordings originally fixed before February 15,

1972, which were not protected by 17 U.S.C. section 1(f).
History: 1975, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976.

752.785 Persons to whom act inapplicable.
Sec. 5. This act does not apply to a person who transfers or causes to be transferred sound:
(a) Intended for or in connection with radio or television broadcast transmission or related uses.
(b) For archival, library, or educational purposes.
(c) Solely for the personal use of the person transferring or causing the transfer and without any

compensation being derived by the person from the transfer.
History: 1975, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31, 1976.
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